
LOAMOAOALOAOALOALOAM
EMT POW

11,18TORIC DIMPICT
NEWPORT, KENTUCKY

EAST ROW HISTORIC DISTRICT
NEWPORT, KENTUCKY

DESIGN REVIEW GUIDELINES



TABLE OF CONTENTS

The East Row Historic District - Architectural Overview  1

The East Row Historic District - Design Review Guidelines  . 8

• Overview 8
• Certificate of Appropriateness process 9
• Alternative Materials  1 1
• Architectural Ornamentation 1 1
• Chimneys . 1 4
• C o r n e r  Commercial Buildings -- Storefronts,

Upper Facades, Signs, Yard Signs 1 5
• Demolition/Relocation . 2 1
• Entrances 2 1
• Exter ior  Siding  . 2 6
• Fencing - with Architects Alliance Recommendations  2 9
• Masonry - Cleaning, Repointing,

Replacement and Sealants, Painting 3 5
• M o r t a r  Recipe for Historic Masonry Repair and Pointing 3 9
• N e w  Construction - Height, Proportion,

Rhythm of Spacing and Setback, Consistent Materials
and Texture, Relationship of Roof Shapes, Additions  4 1

• P a i n t  - with recommended colors 4 7
• Porches - Columns, Floors, Railings, Foundations, Stairs 4 9
• Roofs   5 3
• Utilities and Accessories - Heating and Cooling Units,

Solar Energy Collectors, Satellite Dishes,
Fire Escapes and Handicapped Ramps 5 6

• Windows  5 8
• Wi n d o w  Shutters, Blinds and Awnings 6 2
• Exter ior  Lighting . . 6 4
• Outbuildings 6 4

APPENDIX 6 6

A. Recommendations
Landscaping Guidelines 6 6

B. The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 6 7
C. Glossary of Terms . . 6 8
D. Design Review Guidelines Summary 7 2
E. Enabling Legislation 8 6



ARCHITECTURAL OVERVIEW

The East Row Historic District of Newport, Kentucky contains an excellent collection of
late 19th and early 20th century urban house styles. The area is significant not only for its
quality and quantity of residential architecture but also for its display of the evolution of
styles during this period. A s  East Newport was subdivided from the 1870s to the 1920s
each successive block going from west to east was developed with the prevailing

architectural designs of its
period.
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On the western streets of
the area such as
Washington Avenue and
Overton and Monroe
Streets, the Italianate
style of the 1880s and
1890s predominate.
Further east along Park
and Maple Avenues
variations of the Queen
Anne style and Colonial
Revival style of the early
1900s are common. As
development of the area
was completed in the
1910s and 1920s designs
of the Bungalow and
Craftsman styles were
built along Linden
Avenue and Oak Street.
This display of
architectural evolution
can be observed along the
six blocks extending from
west to east through much
of the area and is a
significant aspect of its
appearance.



Development of the East Row Addition by the Taylor family in the 1870s opened up a
large area on the eastern edge of Newport for expansion. Many residences were built
along East Row, which was later renamed Washington Avenue, and by the early 1880s
numerous lots were sold and houses built along the 400, 500, and 600 blocks of Overton
and Monroe Streets. The overwhelming architectural style utilized on these blocks was
the Italianate style.

The Italianate style was the dominant architectural style in urban America from the 1860s
to the early 1890s. The style was part of the Picturesque movement imported from
Europe and was a derivative of the formal Italian Renaissance townhouses of the 15th and
16th centuries. The narrow lots of Newport were well suited for this style which featured
extensive decoration on the main facades. Most buildings constructed in the East Row
Addition were two story masonry residences with a number of smaller one-story
residences scattered throughout. Common features included stone quoins, belt courses of
stone and/or brick which divided each floor, and elaborate metal, stone, or wood cornices
at the roofline. Windows and doors were also embellished with stone, wood, or metal
hood moldings in rectangular or rounded arch sash variations.

Many of the Newport houses were built with side passage entrances and had large half-
stories or attics for additional living space or storage. The "Newport Plan" residence
emerged during the Italianate era and this floor plan was utilized in the East Row area
until the 1910s. The typical Newport Plan house has a side entrance which opens onto a
foyer and stairwell. Rooms are arranged behind one another and lack a connecting side
hallway. Variations of the Newport Plan include one or two story rear wings built at
right angles to the main block. These wings often contain a secondary entrance on the
first story.

ITALIANATE STYLE 1875 - 1890
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Italianate style Newport Plan residence
at 513 Lexington Avenue
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QUEEN ANNE STYLE 1885 - 1910

By the 1890s, the Italianate style was beginning to fall out of favor due to the popularity
of another residential house design of the Picturesque movement known as the Queen
Anne style. The Queen Anne style was the dominant urban building style of the 1890s
and early 1900s. I t  was derived from English Medieval building forms and gained
popularity through pattern books and the availability of cheap sawn lumber used for
architectural ornamentation. Decorative architectural ornamentation was often applied to
gable eaves and porches and is often referred to as Eastlake ornamentation. The Queen
Anne style was built throughout the area in the 1890s and it is especially predominant
along the 300 block of Overton Street, East Third Street, East Fourth Street and
Lexington and Park Avenues.

Many of the best examples of the Queen Anne style are large asymmetrical plan
structures with a wide variety of decorative detailing. Most are of masonry construction
and use stone or fired clay known as terra cotta for embellishing windows or gables.
Roofs were generally gable of metal standing seam or slate and foundations were of
limestone blocks. Typical decorative elements are comer towers or turrets, rectangular
windows with stone lintels and sills, arched windows with stained glass, and porches with
milled columns and sawn wood panels, spindles and brackets.

Due to the narrowness of lots many residences built in the 1890s were built in front gable
rectangular plans with asymmetry expressed in angled rear bays or bay windows. The
"Newport Plan" house of the period was also an adaptation to the narrow lots with
entrances confined to a side facade and embellished with a decorative porch. Many of
the more "restrained" Queen Anne residences of the area still managed to concentrate
extensive decoration of the main facade such as stained glass, decorative brick and stone
patterns, wood shingles in the gable field, and eaves vergeboard. Some homes from this
period also display the influence of the Second Empire style which featured mansard
roofs of slate laid in decorative patterns on the main facade.

Queen Anne/Shingle Style residence at
315 E. Third Street
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COLONIAL REVIVAL STYLE 1900 - 1920

Following the Picturesque styles of the late 19th century was a renewed interest in the
early American house forms of the Colonial period. Architects drew upon the designs of
the Georgian and Federal periods of the 18th century which were distinguished by their
symmetry and classically influenced decoration. These residences were generally built in
rectangular forms and displayed rectangular windows, porches with Doric or Ionic
columns, eaves decoration such as dentils and modillion blocks, and bracketed cornices.
In the East Row area only a few elaborate examples of this style exist.

The majority of Colonial Revival influenced residences of the period are simple
rectangular designs commonly know as Foursquare houses. These were built with hipped
roofs, one-story porches displaying Doric or Ionic columns, and simple eaves decoration
such as dentils or modillion blocks. Decoration was often largely confined to stained
glass windows on the main facade or entrances with beveled leaded glass sidelights and
transoms. Residences of these designs were built along Linden and Maple Avenues after
1900. Another Colonial Revival variation is the Dutch Colonial style which is
distinguished by its gambrel roof.

Colonial Revival style residence at 610 Nelson Place.
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